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-fall into three, categories, viz^ the Hindu States, the Muslim
States and the Sikh States. Chamba, Mandi, Suket, Sirmur,
Bilaspur and the Simla Hill States fall under the first category ;
Bahawalpur and Malerkotla States fall under the second
-category and Patiala, Kapurthala, Nabha, Jind and Faridkot
under the third. With the solitary exception of Bahawalpur
State, all the remaining States are contiguous to and
surrounded by the non-Muslim-majority districts and are
predominantly non-Muslim in population* They have a
total area of 21,992 square miles with a total population of
4,909,353 inhabitants distributed community-wise as given
below:
Muslims                    Hindus                    Sikhs
954,500 ^                 2,615,047                 1,312,532
If to the total population of the 12 non-Muslim-majority
-districts in the south-east and centre cf the Punjab is  added
the population of the  above-mentioned States in   that  area,
the  communal  percentages  of  this  area  will work out as
follows:
Muslims                    Hindus                    Sikhs
29 22                          50'04                        20*58
It is thus evident that both on the ground of contiguity
and the distribution of the population by religion, these
States would naturally gravitate towards the non-Muslim
areas.
The  next  point  to consider is what will be the effect of
~the inclusion in Pakistan of
(a) the whole of the Punjab or
(b\ a major portion of it
on the  Hindu and Sikh Indian States   within its boundaries
and on its borders ?    What will be the relation  of Pakistan
-to  the  Sikh  States  of Patiala,  Nabha, jind,  Faridkot and
Kapurthala and  to  the  Hindu  States  of   Chamba, Sirmur,
Mandi and the Simla Hill States ?    What will  be ics relation
to Kashmir?    Will these  States  be  forced  to  maintain  no
armies of their  own and   to depend for their protection and
foreign policy on  Pakistan, or will they be free to make such
. alliances    as  they    please and such  arrangements for  their
defence as they consider best ?    How will such a laissez faire
policy  affect  the  defence of India ?    As Pakistan is likely to
. affect virtually the interests of these Indian States,  is it not